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Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair. 

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available 

Lic# 681593

General Contractor

925.631.1055
www.MVCRemodeling.com

“A little bit of myself goes
into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge, 
President, 

Moraga Resident

Call Tom
for a free
estimate

Since 1993! 
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

CARPET CLEANING
LAMORINDA'S FAVORITE

FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
FOR OVER 36 YEARS

FALL SPECIAL

I 5 %  OFF
(925) 283-8744

www.siggyscarpetcleaning.com
3408 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette

GRADES K-12 
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HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS

Flat Monthly Fee
Drop-in any time, no scheduling needed!
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Must present coupon. New students only.

GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS FALLGET AHEAD IN MATH THIS FALL

WHEN MATH MAKES SENSE, YOU SUCCEED!

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200   www.mathnasium.com

ANGIE CLAY

925.207.9366

JANE SMITH

925.998.1914

JON WOOD TEAM

JON WOOD: 925.383.5384
HOLLY SIBLEY: 925.451.3105

LISA TICHENOR

925.285.1093

PAT AMES

925.330.5849

TERESA ZOCCHI

925.360.8662

TERRYLYNN FISHER

925.876.0966

THE CHURCHILL TEAM

RANDY 925.787.4622
SERETA: 925.998.4441

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500

MATT McLEOD

925.464.6500

WWW.DUDUM.COM

CALBRE #01882902

WALNUT CREEK
1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596

O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

LAFAYETTE
999 OAK HILL RD., #100
LAFAYETTE, CA  94549

O: 925.284.1400    F: 925.284.1411

Distinctive Properties

DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP
PROFESSIONALISM. INTEGRITY. RESULTS.

A REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE THAT WILL HAVE YOU SOLD!

Proud to be affi liated with

3419 ST. MARY’S ROAD, LAFAYETTE  $849,000

SERETA & RANDY CHURCHILL 925.998.4441  /  925.787.4622

JU
ST

LIS
TE

D

601 WINTERGREEN LANE, WALNUT CREEK  $849,000

JANE SMITH 925.998.1914

PEN
DING

108 HARDIE DRIVE, MORAGA  $998,000

SOLD
765 YGNACIO WOODS COURT, CONCORD  CALL AGENT

TERESA ZOCCHI TEAM 925.360.8662

COMING 

SOON

1 RELIEZ MANOR COURT, LAFAYETTE  $1,795,000

JULIE DEL SANTO 925.818.5500

3 PASEO LINARES, MORAGA  $1,695,000

MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500

SERETA & RANDY CHURCHILL 925.998.4441  /  925.787.4622

646 SWEET DRIVE, LAFAYETTE  $994,500

JU
ST

LIS
TE

D

416 NOB HILL DRIVE, WALNUT CREEK  $1,595,000

ANGIE CLAY 925.207.9366

JU
ST

LIS
TE

D

JON WOOD PROPERTIES 925.383.5384 / 925.451.3105

      

In the Moraga School District,

84 percent of students met or ex-

ceeded the English language arts/lit-

eracy standard and 80 percent of

students met or exceeded the math-

ematics standard, while the

Lafayette School District stood at 82

percent and 80 percent, the Orinda

Union School District at 87 percent

and 83 percent, and the Acalanes

Union High School District at 85

and 70 percent, respectively.  In Cal-

ifornia, 44 percent of students in all

grades met or exceeded the English

language arts/literacy standard and

33 percent met or exceeded the

mathematics standard.  

      

The new test was quite different

in format and in content than STAR.

“The old test consisted of filling in

bubbles on sheets of paper. This

time, all the tests were taken on

computers and students had to write

narratives in some parts of the test,”

explained Parker. CAASPP requires

the students to manipulate informa-

tion, analyze problems and demon-

strate how they reached a

conclusion.  The good scores are

therefore also the result of a more in-

tensive and systematic preparation

of the students using technology in

the classroom, as well as mastering

core standard concepts.  

      

“Last year the district started a

K-2 computer program, knowing

this test was coming,” said MSD Su-

perintendent Bruce Burns.  The test

was administered to third through

eighth graders and to 11th graders.

      

“The principals will be working

with their staff to analyze the results

and set instructional goals to focus

what they want this year with their

students,” added Parker.

      

At Camino Pablo Elementary,

Principal Tom Rust has started the

analysis, working with teams of par-

ents and teachers.  “The biggest

thing is how well our kids did, and

we are celebrating it,” said Rust.  “In

a lot of places the test (results) took

a dip.  We are very proud of how our

students did.”  Rust said that the test

results allow the team to focus on

areas that appear to be relatively

weak.  “For example, there are four

sub-categories in English profi-

ciency, and it appears that the listen-

ing section for English learner

students was a little lower,” he said.

“The math testing had three sub-cat-

egories and we will end up looking

at the problem solving part.”

      

The focus, noted Burns, is not

about teaching to the test, but that

since this new test is more relevant,

it is a very useful tool.  “The core

standards are more rigorous and

challenging,” said Burns.  “(The

CAASPP) is different because we

are asking kids to take skills that

they should know and apply them,

to use critical thinking to arrive at

solutions to the problems they are

being asked.”  Parker adds that the

test is also adaptive to children,

which makes a big difference.

      

The CAASPP website includes

test results and also has a video for

parents to help them understand the

information that was sent to them.

“This is one snapshot in time, and

we also look at report cards,

teacher’s information, quizzes, tests,

to paint a picture of a child overall

performance,” assured Burns. 

      

At this time the State has not re-

leased the new APIs for Lamorinda

schools, but it is likely to come with

a new formula that the community

will be scrutinizing.  “The State is

looking into incorporating other data

points such as attendance rate and

graduation rate to paint a more well-

rounded representation of a school

district,” said Burns.

      

To view the CAASPP test re-

sults, visit caaspp.cde.ca.gov.

Old Test, New Test ... continued from page A1




